
 

 

MARCH  4, 11, 18, 25 
 

Worship begins at 10:30 

Unity Presbyterian Church                         
1149 Hammond Avenue                                       
Waterloo, IA 50702  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

ELDERS:     

    

Pam Bottorff   Mary Huffman   
Mike Langner                        Judy Schmidt 
Gary Tann   Jill Uhlenberg 
Craig Walton                      
       Rev. Christine Kaplunas 
  

 

DEACONS: 

 
Rachael Goings                      Carleen Lake    
Janis Moore         JoAnn Parker                                    
Judy Schmidt                          Patty Tann  
                             

 
 

The Unity Grapevine is published monthly.  

Unity Presbyterian Church 

 

 Phone Numbers:  319-234-4291     

FAX 319-234-3875 

e-mail: unitypresbyterian@q.com 

Unity website address — 

unitypresbyterianwaterloo.org 

 

 Pastor: Christine Kaplunas 

               Ministers:  Congregation             

Choir Director—Ken Tressler 

  Keyboard Musician —  Melody Kosobucki     

        Sound Technician—Craig Walton               

   Head Usher -Stan Lauterbach    

            Custodian-Joy Mathes  

 

Administrative Assistant - Trudy Stewart    

        Financial Administrator -  Shelly Hanson 

To discontinue receiving the newsletter contact 

the office  

(319) 234-4291 

  

Church Office Hours are Monday 
through Thursday from 8:00 - 12:00 p.m.  

   Unity Presbyterian Church — “A Place to Belong” 

 

  

REMEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCK AHEAD ON SATURDAY, 
MARCH 10TH.  YOU WOULDN’T WANT TO BE LATE FOR 

CHURCH! 
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MISSION STATEMENT FOR UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
        “We are one family living in partnership with Christ, celebrating and sharing our faith;  
            a community called, comforted and challenged by the word of God.  We will seek to  
           continue the ministry of Christ with compassionate awareness of the needs of others.” 

     Lent in Iowa is beautiful. Even if you disagree with me. 
 
     As a Southern girl, I could never reconcile the bright and blossoming spring of     
Georgia with the penitent tone of Lent. There always seemed to be a disconnect, beyond 
our cultural reticence in practicing regular fasting, service, and prayer. How can the world 
come alive when Heaven seems to grieve the lonesome valley that Jesus walks? 
Of course, how strange would it be to celebrate an Australian Christmas in the middle of 
the summer? 
     But in here Iowa, we have a chance to embrace the unpredictability of snow storms 
and warm days, the earth emerging from hibernation in fits and starts. Somehow, that   
unpredictability easily connects us with the tone of Lent. Jesus is on the way to            
Jerusalem. What will happen? Will they kill him? Will he march an army of resurrected 
Jews against the Roman legions? 
     Then I learned something wonderful from John and Jill Uhlenberg: their garden is 
poised and ready for the right weather to come. The buds are already emerging from the 
ground, not in a pattern of continuous growth, but waiting for just the right time to join the 
chorus of spring.  So let us follow the example of the daffodils: to be poised and ready for 
the day of resurrection to come. 
     We walk with Jesus toward his cross and grave. He has already told his disciples to 
expect his death, and then after three days, expect to see him alive again. 
     In the meantime, his disciple Mary will anoint his feet with perfume, and the Kingdom 
of Heaven will break in for a moment.  
     Many disciples will watch Jesus proclaim God’s truth from the Temple, and the       
Kingdom of Heaven will break in for a moment. 
     Jesus will raise Lazarus from the dead, and the Kingdom of Heaven will break in for a 
moment. 
     Let us not be discouraged, fearing that spring will not come. The snow will fall, and 
winter winds will blow. But spring is coming. 
     The reality of the cross and grave are real. But fear not, for Easter is coming. 
So let us share our bread with others, pray with expectancy, fast from what separates us 
from God, eat together with anticipation of liberation, and work for peace in a fearful and 
hateful world. The Spirit of God is bringing about the Kingdom in fits and starts. So be 
poised and ready to go when the day arrives. 
                                                    Your partner in Christ, 
                                                       Pastor Christine 

        



 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
    The next meeting of Ruth 
Circle will be on Thursday, 

March 1st.  The group will 
meet at Landmark Commons 

at 1:00.  

    All women are considered PW and   
anyone or all are encouraged to         

participate in any  projects  or special 
events offered on the Presbytery level. 

   Prime Timers will next meet on 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018. Troy 
Belmer, a familiar face in our  
congregation, will be our guest 
speaker this month. Troy is      
involved in many activities, but will 
be speaking on one close to his heart, “Alive 
and Running.”      
     Newcomers are very welcome.  Don’t sit at 
home and wonder what to fix for lunch that 
day. Don’t let cold weather get the  better of 
you. We will soon be welcoming spring.  Look 
for robins, flowers beginning to bloom, and kids 
in flip flops!  Bring your spring “smile” and join 
us. 

 The Sit ‘N Sip Group will meet on 
Wednesday, March 7 at 9:00.  Come  
enjoy good friends, good food, and a hot 
cup of coffee or cocoa. 
   Bring good weather,           
a morning food item, a smile 
and a willingness to talk!!  
    ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 

 
 MARCH 

 
   4   Greeter:  Bob and Rachael 
                                Goings 
        Liturgist:   John Uhlenberg 
        Coffee Host:  Bob and Terry Hertges 
  
        Communion Servers:     
                                
  11   Greeter:    Rita Berry 
         Liturgist:   Shelly Kirschman 
         Coffee Host:  Ken and Mary Huffman 
         
   18  Greeter:    Craig and Deb Walton 
         Liturgist:   Joan Ingles 
         Coffee Host: Toni  Lang and Lucille Weber 
 
   25  Greeter:    Maxine Cagley 
         Liturgist:   David Kirschman 
         Coffee Host:   
 

        
  
 

MARCH 
  BIRTHDAYS 

1 - Eleanor Tjepkes   
 2 - Beth White 
 3 - Cody Lang 
 3 - Toni Lang 
 3 - Shelly Jo Tix  
 5 - Kathy Grittman     
 5 - Joyce Snell  
 7 - Carl Reisner   
 8 - Carol Gottschalk 
 9 -  Rachelle Kirschman 

12 - Sharon Kempf 
14 - Chad Clark 
19 - Teri Varnado 
20 - Mitzi Tann 
24 - Anita Keve 
24 - JoAnn Parker 
29 - Joan Ingles 
30 - Alyce Klocke 
30 - Laura Sue Hansen 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
MARCH 2ND 

1:00 pm 
 

Hosted by 
St Mark’s United Methodist Church 

610 Evans Rd. 
Evansdale 

 
Focus:  All God’s Creation Is 

Very Good! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, March 29th 
Service time is 6:30 

Unity Presbyterian Church 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pDEEYRWvBwAJPaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYm11cjJpBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzZGNhNzBmOTRiMDcxMDk3M2I5NDM0YmI4M2QyMTk3MwRncG9zAzQyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima


 

 

 

Cindy Neessen            Peggy Pontious 
JoAnn Parker            Craig Walton                                                     
Shelly Tix                  Helen Spiering                         
Wayne Grimes                              Bonnie Brown 
Virgil Taylor                                   Sandy Holdiman 

Please pray for the healing of all relatives and friends 
who are ill or having strife in their lives.  

                   

Amy Wilson       Mary Ellen Lee                                                
Diane Castle                                              Jody Bruns    
Deon Snell                                                 Doug Bird                                                                      
Al Pontious                                                Bud Penning  
Brian Zinkel                                     Beth Haile and Family              

          

       Military:  Pray for those serving -US Military               
Gny Sergeant Jason Hansen, Matthew Krueger, Staff    
Sergeant Stephen Rutledge, Andrew Thomas, and Brett 
Trimble 

Remember those in Care Centers   
Sheryl Pickett—Grandview Health Care Ctr., Dayton    
                                            Iowa 
In Retirement or Assisted Living Facilities 
Mary Laverna Kiefer—Rosewood Estates 
Harvey White—Friendship Village 
Harriett Fisk—Friendship Village 
Kenneth and Alice French —Friendship Village 
Eileen Frey — Friendship Village 
Shirley Merry—Bickford Assisted Living                                            
Virgil Taylor—Rosewood Estates                           
Alberta Lampman—Friendship Village 
Alice Van Hoozer—Friendship Village 
Doris Roberts—Saratoga Grove, Downers Grove, IL 
Carol DeWolf — Rosewood Estates 
Cindy Neessen—Rosewood Estates 
 

 

    
 

 
          
      Do You Have a Prayer Request or    

    would you like to be a “link” in the  chain?   
              Contact: Alice French      232-1808  
                Jane Ryan          232-6182  
                 Church       234-4291 

   To know that someone is praying for you in times of 
difficulties can be very meaningful and encouraging. 

    

 

We are all saddened at the passing of Steven 

Thomas.  Steven is Pastor Christine’s father 

and her mother, Paula’s, husband.  He will be 

missed by many, but leaves behind many fond   

memories. 

         
    CONGRATULATIONS TO CRAIG 

AND MARY SHIMP ON THE BAPTISM 

OF THEIR DAUGHTER, BRYLEE      

ELIZABETH SHIMP.  BRYLEE WAS  

BAPTIZED ON SUNDAY,  JANUARY 28TH. 

BLESSINGS TO THE SHIMP FAMILY. 

  

 
     A Lenten Lunch will be served after 
church on Sunday, March 18.  All are     
welcome to stay and join in the fellowship 
and good food.  There will be no charge for 
this meal, but a free will donation would 
be appreciated to help with expenses. 
 
     This will not be a full blown 
dinner meal, but rather a nice 
lunch.  No need to go out or go 
home and cook.   
 

EASTER MORNING   

BREAKFAST 

 

    The Adult Sunday School 

Class will once again be    

providing breakfast on Easter 

morning.  Serving begins at 8:30.  The menu will 

include breakfast casseroles, pastries, juice and 

coffee.  There is no charge for this Easter offering.  

If  anyone is interested in helping provide food, 

please contact Winona Lauterbach.   

    Come enjoy good food and fellowship on this 

very special day in a Christian’s life! 



 

 

     A couple of years ago a puzzle similar to this was published in the newsletter.  Many of you 
enjoyed trying to solve it.  Here is another one with different text and solution.  The answer key is 
available in the office and will also be posted on the bulletin board near the office door in a week 
or two.  Warning...some of it is pretty “cheesy!”  Good Luck! 
  

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
 

The following article contains the names of all the books of the Bible hidden within 
the words.  See if you can find them all!  I once made a remark about the hidden 
books of the Bible.  It was a lulu, kept some people looking hard for facts.  And for 
others it was a revelation.  Some we in a jam.  Especially since the names of the 
books were not capitalized.  But the truth finally struck home to numbers of      
readers.  To others, it was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few      
moments for you.  Do these while you are watching TV, sitting on the john, eating 
tuna, humming your favorite reggae tune — a song of Sol, “O Mon, I believe you!” 
 
Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to find 
them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there 
will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says she brews a cup of tea 
so she can concentrate better.  There are those among us who might need music—
a banjo, electric guitar, or drums!  See ho well you can compete.  Relax now, listen 
to Phil Collins and his hand Genesis on the radio, or play your banjo!  Nah, just 
concentrate on the task at hand.  Find them all and be a pro!  Verbs and subjects 
don’t always agree in this article, but don’t let that stand in your way! 
 
I even asked for help from my ex.  “O, Du!” she said.  I replied, “Corinth, I answer 
your questions,” but she just said, “Come back at Ramadan.”  I eloquently thanked 
her.  Frustrated, she said, “this puzzle is a...I...ah...I don’t find these EZ.  Ek!  I elect 
not to do them!  Josh, u are no fun!”  I just replied, “O Bad!  I...ah...am really sorry!  
I thought about offering her a juju decoration or perhaps alms, but decided not to 
pursue it.  That just about chronicles our relationship. 
 
So I reached out to my brother and sister-in-law, Tim and Elsa Mueller.  After find 
Deuteronomy and Nehemiah, she said, “Tim, O thy good husband, thou art so 
helpful!  To Elsa, an antique bibliophile, money was no object, so she took time off  
from work and asked a fellow bookseller for help.  But the book seller was a typical 
academic—a harebrained idiot!—and she never got back to Elsa.  Elsa muttered, 
“What a hag Gail is!”  She is definitely not normal—a Chicago native, I think! 
 
Some of the hardest books to hide were Leviticus, Ecclesiastes, Jeremiah, Habak-
kuk, Zephaniah, Zechariah, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.  Re-
member that ten of the names are duplicated like First and Second Thessalonians, 
so you will only find fifty-six distinct names. 
 
This puzzle is not EZ-rather it is quite difficult.  It would be simpler if the books 
were in a list you could pick from.  Answers can be anywhere in this article, so that 
make this format the worst.  Good luck and God bless! 


