
 

 

WORSHIP ON JANUARY 6, 13, 20, 27 

 

WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:45 

Unity Presbyterian Church                         
1149 Hammond Avenue                                       
Waterloo, IA 50702  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

ELDERS:     

    

Pam Bottorff   Mary Huffman   
Mike Langner                        Judy Schmidt 
Gary Tann                              Jill Uhlenberg 
Craig Walton                      
       Rev. Christine Kaplunas 
  

 

DEACONS: 

 
Carleen Lake                 Janis Moore                                         

JoAnn Parker                        Judy Schmidt          
                           Patty Tann  
                             

 
 

The Unity Grapevine is published monthly.  

Unity Presbyterian Church 

 

 Phone Number:  319-234-4291     

e-mail: unitypresbyterian@q.com 

Unity website address — 

unitypresbyterianwaterloo.org 

 

 Pastor: Christine Kaplunas 

               Ministers:  Congregation             

Choir Director—Ken Tressler 

  Keyboard Musician —  Melody Kosobucki     

        Sound Technician—Craig Walton               

   Head Usher -Stan Lauterbach    

Volunteer Custodial Staff --- Gary Tann,  

           Micheal Langner, Ken Huffman    

 

Administrative Assistant - Trudy Stewart  

  Financial Administrator - Shelly Hanson 

       

To discontinue receiving the newsletter contact 

the office  

(319) 234-4291 

  

Church Office Hours are Monday 
through Thursday from 8:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

   Unity Presbyterian Church — “A Place to Belong” 
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MISSION STATEMENT FOR UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
        “We are one family living in partnership with Christ, celebrating and sharing our faith;  
            a community called, comforted and challenged by the word of God.  We will seek to  
           continue the ministry of Christ with compassionate awareness of the needs of others.” 

 

    Dear Ones, 
With a new year comes new things! Of course, we couldn’t just keep everything the same, could we? 
In truth, change sometimes comes by choice, when we take up a new hobby or go on vacation or welcome a long-beloved 
child into the world. These are marvelous times that help us see the overall picture of our lives in a new and beautiful 
way. 
 
Then, change comes because of events out of our hands. Maybe we move into a new living arrangement or experience a 
health setback or lose an important relationship. These can be difficult and harrowing times, yet they also help us look at 
our lives in new ways- maybe even liberating ways. 
 
Science declares that both sets of those events induce stress. Both sets will set us on edge for a time. Both sets will help 
us learn to bend and be more resilient in life. Yet there is no denying the trauma of the second set of events. 
We have changes both by choice and by necessity coming in 2019. I like to look at things in two ways: challenge and 
opportunity. 
 
I have a wonderful opportunity to travel to Lithuania this summer with my husband and son. We will have 6-7 weeks to 
walk the streets of the Old Town in Vilnius (where Dan used to play soccer and basketball and sledding with the other 
kids out in the streets!), visit the Baltic Sea and hike the sand dunes of the Coronian Spit, and give Dan’s parents the 
change to get to know their grandson. After many years of playing cello in the Lithuanian Philhamonic, Dan’s father will 
get to teach the cello to his own sweet grandson. 
 
I have asked the Session and Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery to allow me this chance to travel with my family 
for 2 months. They have allowed me to move to a 10-month salary for this coming year. It’s not permanent, but it’s a 
chance for us to try out a different arrangement. I will be unpaid for those 2 months, and we are able to handle this        
financially as a family. In my place, we will have either a supply preacher with support from area pastors (which is still a 
lucrative deal for Unity), or we will have a student intern for 4 weeks and a supply preacher for 4 years. 
Which leads me to another choice that will hopefully work out. Because this congregation is so welcoming and            
hospitable, we are looking to key Presbyterian seminaries to host a student pastor for the summer. The mission committee 
set aside the money for this endeavor in 2018 from the Byron Lesch disbursement. Those funds could not be used for our 
operating expenses (per Byron’s requirements in the bylaws), but they could be used for training pastors. Therefore we 
are venturing to pair up with a seminary student in need of congregational ministry experience as part of their M.Div. 
degree program. We may not find a student ready to move to Waterloo for this summer, but we can pray and anticipate 
that God will one day send us a student who will learn from us and teach us how to teach. 
 
Finally, we will be experiencing changes in 2019 that involve tightening our belt. We are always tasked at being good 
stewards of the time, talent, and treasures of the congregation, and we will again be stretched in all these ways,            
particularly financially. Our Administrative and Financial Secretaries have moved to reduced salaries. I will be taking the 
10-month call package (which is still my choice). We are cutting back on certain expenses in order to prioritize those 
ministries we do the best. As always, No Strings Attached is funded by outside grants and donations, never by our       
general fund. Our work with the Neighborhood Association, Northeast Iowa Food Bank, and Hope4Healing are all still 
run on our volunteer power. As many of our operations that can move to volunteers will be moved.  
 
I’m also sure you will notice the changes. Many of my colleagues would panic over changes like these in their             

congregations, but I have great peace about it. It’s not because I have all the answers or foresight well enough to see 
the future. But I trust that God always completes the work that has begun in Christ’s name. It may not go just 
10.5 us to pick up a cross and bear it with him. So do not despair. We are a people of Christ’s resurrection. And the   
promise of God remains still: in Christ, we have life. Thanks be to God! 
                                                                                                                           With all my love,  Pastor Christine 



 

 

         PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
On Thursday, January 3 , Ruth Circle 
members will gather for at Landmark 

Commons for their regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

 

   
 THERE WILL BE NO PRIME 

TIMERS IN JANUARY 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!       

 The Sit ‘N Sip Group will meet on 
Wednesday, January 2nd at 9:00.  
Come enjoy good friends, and a hot 
cup of coffee. 
   Hot apple cider or hot chocolate  
anyone? Expect some yummy 
food. Bring good weather, a 
morning food item, a smile 
and a willingness to talk!!  

     JANUARY 
 
6   Greeter:  Judy Schmidt 
     Liturgist:   Jane Ryan 
     Coffee Host:  ??? 
     Communion Servers:   Carleen Lake,  
           Ken Huffman, Maxine Cagley 
                                  
13   Greeter:   Rita Berry 
       Liturgist:  Bob Hertges 
       Coffee Host:  ???         
   
20  Greeter:   Alyce and Merlyn Klocke 
      Liturgist:  Maxine Cagley 
      Coffee Host:  ???  
                  
27   Greeter:   Bob and Joan Ingles 
       Liturgist:  Mary Huffman 
       Coffee Host:  ??? 

 

 THREE IN ONE 
    Everyday objects can serve as simple lessons 
about biblical truth.  To illustrate the profound 
concept of the Trinity, for example, some 
teachers use an apple, an egg or a three-leaf 
clover.  During winter months, you can point to a 
kid-friendly snowman to describe how God is 
Three in One.                    
      The ball of snow on the base represents 
God the Father, our Creator and strong     

foundation.  The middle ball, 
with stick arms reaching to the 
side, reminds us of Jesus, who 
died on the cross.  And the 
snowman’s head stands for the 
Holy Spirit, our ever-present 
Counselor who helps us and 
speaks God’s truth to us. 
      

 
 

    
                           

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
 

   It seems that the Sunday morning      
coffee and treats routine is losing           
interest.  Does anyone have any            
suggestions on how to handle this          
situation?  Should we take a morning 
collection and have someone delegated 
to pick up donuts somewhere? 

THE NEIGHBOR ASSOCIATION  IS 

SPONSORING A BINGO MORNING 

AT UNITY ON SATURDAY,  

JANUARY 12 FROM 10:00—11:00 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pDEEYRWvBwAJPaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYm11cjJpBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzZGNhNzBmOTRiMDcxMDk3M2I5NDM0YmI4M2QyMTk3MwRncG9zAzQyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima


 

 

 

                           
Shelly Tix             Jill Uhlenberg                                                                     
Helen Spiering                         Amy Wilson 
Amy Wilson         Evelyn Bonsall 
Helen Wolf                               John Uhlenberg                          
Gary Nienkark       Carl Reisner         
                            Christy Tix         

Please pray for the healing of all relatives and friends 
who are ill or having strife in their lives.  

      

Beth Haile and Family     Brian Zinkel                                     
Paula Thomas                                           Denice Jelinek                                                                      
Bud Penning                             Larry French 
Dewey Flynn     Shelly Hanson 
                       

         US Military                
Gny Sergeant Jason Hansen,  Matthew Krueger,  

Staff Sergeant Stephen Rutledge, Andrew Thomas, and 
Brett Trimble 

Remember those in Care Centers   
Sheryl Pickett-Sunny Knoll Care Center, Rockwell City IA 

 
In Retirement or Assisted Living Facilities 
Mary Laverna Kiefer—Rosewood Estates 
Harvey White—Friendship Village 
Harriett Fisk—Friendship Village 
Kenneth and Alice French—Friendship Village 
Eileen Frey—Friendship Village 
Shirley Merry—Sunrise Hill Nursing Home—Traer                                                                 
Alberta Lampman—Friendship Village 
Alice Van Hoozer—Friendship Village 
Doris Roberts—Saratoga Grove, Downers Grove, IL 
Carol DeWolf—Rosewood Estates 

 

    
 

 
          
      Do You Have a Prayer Request or    

    would you like to be a “link” in the  chain?   
              Contact: Alice French      291-8530  
                Jane Ryan          232-6182  
                 Church       234-4291 

   To know that someone is praying for you in times of 
difficulties can be very meaningful and encouraging. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
WINTERWEAR GIVING TREE 

 
     On January 1st— 8th, the Neighborhood 
Association will be collecting lightly used. 
winter clothing items for children and adults.  
This would include, gloves, mitten, scarves, 
coats, boots and hats.  These items will be 
placed on a tree in Liberty Park and will be  
offered at no charge to neighborhood friends 
and families.  It is requested that you pin a 
piece of paper or some other notification on 
your donations indicating that the item is free 
so there will be no reluctance in taking the  
item(s). 
 
      If you have items to share, please call 
Frenchie Anway at 319-240-4295, and she will 
make arrangements to have items picked up.   
       
 
        
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27TH 

 
AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE 

 2— Mary Ellen Lee 
 2— Maxine Cagley 
 8— Bob Ingles 
 9— Catherine Polley 
10—Adaline Wilson 
11—Michael Lang 
12—John Uhlenberg 
15—Regina Grimes 
17—Sophie Holliman 
18—Bob Hertges 
 

18—Bob Hertges 
19—Edith Tomkins 
20—Caitlyn Grimes 
21—Joanne Grimes 
25—Gary Tann 
26—William Smith Jr. 
29—Allison Klocke 
31—Kim Lake 
31—Rachael Goings 
 



 

 

   
  

NOW IS THE TIME TO                      

RALLY ’ROUND THE CHURCH    

      

 

       Our spring fundraiser is fast approaching and we need 

EVERYONE’S help.  The holiday season is over and it’s time to fire up and kick it into 

gear.  We are still in need of baskets of all sizes, tissue paper, and narrow ribbon.   

 

       While we have had several items donated to put in the baskets, much more is needed.  

This is a good time to find great sales or just look through your home for unused items.  

Did you get a gift for Christmas that you will never use?  We’ll find a use for it. 

 

       Also be thinking of businesses that you frequent often and ask for items they might 

be willing to contribute.  You might be surprised what you get if you only ask.  Often 

times, businesses will a lot a certain amount of  their budget that they designate for such 

events, but when its gone, its gone.  This is a great time of year to approach them. 

 

        Obviously we will need to purchase some items and that is how anyone can help.  

“Seed Money” envelopes are still in the pews.  Please put in anything that you can part 

with.  Treat this as a mission project as our church is also a mission. 

 

        As items are collected, they will be sorted into possible baskets, and in time, help 

will be needed in assembling baskets.   

 

         There will be much advertising done as the time draws closer, and there won’t be 

any concern about who will even be aware of our event.  It will be well covered. 

 

         Letters are being composed and will be sent to many different establishments     

asking for donations of product or services. 

 

         In addition to the selling of baskets, we will also be offering a lunch that our          

attendees can purchase.  You may be asked to assist with that part of the day. 

 

         Please don’t think of this event as just another “folly” to help the church with its 

budget.  If you have paid any attention to the price that some gift baskets sell for in the 

stores, you will realize there is good profit to be made.  We have no intention of pricing 

our baskets so high that no one will want to pay for them, but they will pay a good price 

for a good product.  There may also be a couple of exceptional baskets that we will auction 

or raffle off.  Prayerfully considered what YOU can do to make this a very successful     

attempt at helping to make our church financially sound. 

 

                                                                                                                    

           

           



 

 

 

A New Years resolution is something that goes in on year and out the 
other! 

 
Making resolutions is a cleansing ritual of self assessment and              

repentance that demands personal honesty and ultimately, reinforces   
humility.  Breaking them is part of the cycle. 


