
 

 

WORSHIP ON APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 

 

WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:45 
       

 

ELDERS:     

    

Pam Bottorff   Mary Huffman   
Mike Langner                        Judy Schmidt 
Gary Tann                              Jill Uhlenberg 
Craig Walton                      
       Rev. Christine Kaplunas 
  

 

DEACONS: 

 
Bob Hertges    JoAnn Parker 

Ken Huffman    Janis Moore 

Carleen Lake                 Patty Tann                                        

                        

 
 

The Unity Grapevine is published monthly.  

Unity Presbyterian Church 

 

 Phone Number:  319-234-4291     

e-mail: unitypresbyterian@q.com 

Unity website address — 

unitypresbyterianwaterloo.org 

 

 Pastor: Christine Kaplunas 

               Ministers:  Congregation             

Choir Director—Ken Tressler 

  Keyboard Musician —  Melody Kosobucki     

        Sound Technician—Craig Walton               

   Head Usher -Stan Lauterbach    

Volunteer Custodial Staff --- Gary Tann,  

           Micheal Langner, Ken Huffman    

 

Administrative Assistant - Trudy Stewart  

  Financial Administrator - Shelly Hanson 

       

To discontinue receiving the newsletter contact 

the office  

(319) 234-4291 

   Unity Presbyterian Church — “A Place to Belong” 
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MISSION STATEMENT FOR UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
        “We are one family living in partnership with Christ, celebrating and sharing our faith;  
            a community called, comforted and challenged by the word of God.  We will seek to  
           continue the ministry of Christ with compassionate awareness of the needs of others.” 

 

     April Showers bring May Flowers, right?  Except when your state         
is flooded.  Several Midwestern states have seen flooding on such a 
huge scale this spring that it is reminiscent of the floods of 2008.    
Farmers are watching their land, their cattle and their livelihoods drown 

in a natural disaster that we didn’t see coming until it was too late.  Thankfully,             
governmental and non-governmental organizations, including our own Presbyterian    
Disaster Assistance, are responding with help.  Your donations through our Special   
Presbyterian Offerings have contributed to PDA, so you are part of the clean-up and     
recovery effort already.  Thank you for your generosity! 

        But there are longer-term consequences that don’t get noticed as often.  Farmers 
who find their business in trouble (possibly doubly so this year) tend to struggle for a 
long time after that.  It’s not just dealing with insurance, protecting the family farm, and 
recovering to profitability again that weigh on them  Emotions run high, confidence drops 
and depression can sink in.  For farmers with Major Depressive Disorder, the isolation 
and high cost of the floods can quickly turn to suicidal ideation, as researchers have   
noted after other major disasters.  When doctors offices are already full for weeks ahead 
of time, who can people turn to? 

     The Christian church has historically been a place of sanctuary from the chaos of life 
and this has been true for farmers in crisis as it is for sales managers and artist and the 
unemployed.  The church has filled a gap that did not get labeled or accounted for when 
people stopped feeling the need to be part of a church community.  It never really showed 
up on a budget somewhere.  Friends and family were often both the immediate support 
network and the church support network for people who were struggling with major  
emotions.  Friends were often there for each other with tangible and prayerful support.  It 
was just a given, then-something we took for granted.  Now, in the world we encounter 
today, we must name it and claim it. 

     The church is here for people of all situation-the emotionally stable and the emotional  
roller coasters (don’t we all find ourselves in both places at different times in our lives?)  
The church is here for the newly recovering and the old recovering-and age may not     
automatically put you in one or the other place.  The church is full of prayer warriors,  
casserole bakers and deliverers, people with an extra bed for guests and people who 
need a bed for a night.  We have people with gifts of talking and people with gifts for     
listening.  We have people who meditate in silence, and people who cry out to the Lord 
with a megaphone if necessary.     

      



 

 

     The church does not subscribe to the unhelpful social stigmas around mental health.  
We care for everyone.  “We are one family living in partnership with Christ, celebrating  
and sharing our faith; a community called, comforted and challenged by the word of God.  
We will seek to continue the ministry of Christ with compassionate awareness of the 
needs of others.  “Where have I heard that before?” 

      As we travel through Lent, encounter anew the passion of Christ, grieve his death 
and rejoice in his resurrection, and then become again the Easter people of the             
resurrection and hope-remember what this means for our ministry together.  We are     
living into our identity as CHRISTIANS by sharing our hope in Jesus.  Through our      
partnership with Alive and Running, to our ministry of No Strings Attached, to our work 
with the Northeast Iowa Food Bank and Community Meals and Sunday Supper and so 
much more-we are sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with our community.  Don’t 
give up in that mission; it means more to people than we realize. 

     And it is an absolute joy to be part of your ministry in the Cedar Valley!  I thank God 
for you all every day. 

                                      With gratitude, 

                                                          Pastor Christine 

     While taking boxing lessons,  

Timothy Keller was warned to never 

Put his hands at his side.  That 

Position leaves one’s face and  

torso exposed to the opponent. 

 

    In a video on ChurchLeaders.com, the 

pastor and author notes that Jesus’ hands 

weren’t just out to the side on the cross; 

they were nailed there.  “How much more 

vulnerable could he be?”   

 

That vulnerability, Keller says, makes  

Jesus’ death the ultimate act of           

friendship, which should encourage     

people who feel far from God.  

 

     Defining friendship as candor and   

consistency, Keller notes that friends     

always let you in, never let you down and 

always have time for you.  Jesus didn’t let 

us down on Good Friday—or on Easter.  

Although Jesus “had all of hell coming 

down on him, Keller says, our Savior    

proclaimed to his Father, “Not my will 

but thine be done.” 

 

LET LAUGHTER ‘SPRING’ FORTH! 
 

  “Spring is when you feel like whistling, even 
with a shoe full of slush.”  (Doug Larson) 
 
   “Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly 
safe to put all of your eggs in one basket.  (Evan 
Esar) 
 
   “Spring is the time of year when it is summer 
in the sun and winter in the shade.”  (Charles 
Dickens) 
 
   “The world is mud-luscious and puddle      
wonderful.”  (e.e. cummings) 
 
   “In the spring, at the end of the day, you 
should smell like dirt.”  (Margaret Atwood) 
 

Easter Morning Breakfast 
 

It has not yet been decided if we will 
offer an Easter Breakfast at church or 

not.  Listen for announcements or look 
for postings on Facebook. 



 

 

         PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
On Thursday, April 11, Ruth Circle 
members will gather for at 

Landmark Commons for their 
regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

    WE’RE BACK!  WE WILL MEET AT 12:00 ON  
WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 17TH. 

PLEASE BRING A LUNCH DISH TO SHARE AND 
YOUR OWN TABLSERVICE. LET’S SEE IF WE 

CAN GET SOME OTHER FRIENDS TO JOIN US. 
  

 The Sit ‘N Sip Group will meet on 
Wednesday, April 3 at 9:00. Come 
enjoy good friends, and a hot 
cup of coffee. 
   Let’s welcome Spring    
  (finally). 

     APRIL 
 
7   Greeter: Jo Parker  
     Liturgist:  Joan Ingles 
     Coffee Host:  Edie Tomkins 
     Communion Servers:    Mike Langner,   
     Stephanie Langner, and Ken Huffman 
            
                                  
14   Greeter:  Gary Nienkark   
       Liturgist: Ken Huffman 
       Coffee Host:   Pam Bottorff   
   
21  Greeter:  Patty Tann 
      Liturgist:  Bob Hertges 
      Coffee Host:  ??? 
                  
28   Greeter:   Bob and Joan Ingles 
       Liturgist:  Jane Ryan 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

    The Good Friday Ecumenical Service will 
begin with a processional at Zion Lutheran 
Church, on the corner of Kimball and West 
4th.  It will proceed down Kimball to First 
United Methodist Church.  The service will 
begin at noon.  Pastor Christine will be 
preaching and playing her violin for that 
service.  The service will last about one 
hour. 
  
    Church Row is planning an Easter Sunrise 
Service this year at 6:20 am.  The site of the 
event I will be the Riverloop Amphitheater on 
Easter morning, April 21st. Prayer will be led 
by Pastor Christine and several are musicians 
will be playing. 
 
     We have been asked to provide a couple 
of pans of bars for the service.  If anyone is 
willing to help with that, please let Christine 
know. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2019  

IS $36.85.   

THIS CAN BE PAID  

ANYTIME 

 
   

       APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
    
  

 1 - Eleanor Tjepkes   
 3 - Toni Lang 
 3 - Shelly Jo Tix        
 4 - Debbie Stewart      
 5 - Joyce Snell  
 7 - Carl Reisner   
 9 -  Rachelle Kirschman 

 
14 - Chad Clark 
19 - Teri Varnado 
20 - Mitzi Tann 
24 - Anita Keve 
24 - JoAnn Parker 
29 - Joan Ingles 
30 - Alyce Klocke 

 
   THANK YOU TO MY CHURCH FAMILY FOR 
ALL YOUR PRAYERS, CALLS, AND CARDS.  I 
HAVE MISSED WORSHIPPING WITH YOU.  
THANKS ALSO TO PASTOR 
CHRISTINE FOR ALL YOUR 
CALLS, VISITS AND PRAYERS. 
 
     WINONA LAUTERBACH 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pDEEYRWvBwAJPaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYm11cjJpBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzZGNhNzBmOTRiMDcxMDk3M2I5NDM0YmI4M2QyMTk3MwRncG9zAzQyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima


 

 

                           
Shelly Tix             Jill Uhlenberg                                                                     
Helen Spiering                         Amy Wilson 
Amy Wilson         Evelyn Bonsall 
Helen Wolf                               John Uhlenberg                          
Gary Nienkark       Carl Reisner         
                            Christy Tix         

Please pray for the healing of all relatives and friends 
who are ill or having strife in their lives.  

      

Beth Haile and Family     Brian Zinkel                                     
Paula Thomas                                           Denice Jelinek                                                                      
Bud Penning                             Larry French 
Dewey Flynn     Shelly Hanson 
                       

         US Military                
Gny Sergeant Jason Hansen,  Matthew Krueger,  

Staff Sergeant Stephen Rutledge, Andrew Thomas, and 
Brett Trimble 

Remember those in Care Centers   
Sheryl Pickett-Sunny Knoll Care Center, Rockwell City IA 

 
In Retirement or Assisted Living Facilities 
Mary Laverna Kiefer—Rosewood Estates 
Harvey White—Friendship Village 
Harriett Fisk—Friendship Village 
Kenneth and Alice French—Friendship Village 
Eileen Frey—Friendship Village 
Shirley Merry—Sunrise Hill Nursing Home—Traer                                                                 
Alberta Lampman—Friendship Village 
Alice Van Hoozer—Friendship Village 
Doris Roberts—Saratoga Grove, Downers Grove, IL 
Carol DeWolf—Rosewood Estates 

 

    
 

 
          
      Do You Have a Prayer Request or    
    would you like to be a “link” in the  chain?   

              Contact: Alice French      291-8530  
                Jane Ryan          232-6182  
                 Church       234-4291 

   To know that someone is praying for you in times 
of difficulties can be very meaningful and encourag-

EASTER CARDS 
 
   Every year we send Easter cards to the 
members of the congregation who can no longer 
worship alongside us on Sundays.  As they are 
mostly home-bound, these members relish the 
opportunity to read our greetings and commune 
with a congregation they deeply love and keep 
in prayer. 
 
    This year the Deacons will collect Easter 
cards in the bags currently set up in the    
fellowship hall.  They are for:  Phyllis  
Kirschman, Mary Laverna Kiefer. Carol DeWolf, 
Alberta Lampman, Harriet Fisk, Darrell Farr, 
Jean Varnado, Evelyn Backer, Doris Craft, 
Helen Wolf, Harvey Ulfers, Evelyn Bonsall, 
Hattie Middleton, Shirley Merry and Dewey 
Flynn. 
       
 

 
                       

COUNT DOWN TO   
 LIFT OFF    

                           
As April 13th approaches, our need 
for help and involvement from    
members changes.  We are currently 

working on assembling and labeling baskets.  
We can use as much help as  possible.  Work 
times are at this point numerous, but            
unscheduled.  Call the office for exact time.                                 
 
We will also be needing help in setting up     
tables in the social hall and bringing things up 
from the basement work area.  This will begin 
on Thursday, April 11, after noon. 
 
Food will be served  from a chuck wagon in the 
parking lot.  (the kitchen in case of rain).   No 
preparation of food is required, but we need a 
couple of people to restock items when        
necessary and take in money.   
 
Our customers will be entering from the “blue” 
door.  We would like someone to greet and        
welcome them. 
 
Volunteers for the day are invited 
to offer hospitality to guests,      
answer basic questions, and be 
willing to pray (or send them to the 
Pastor!).    

 



 

 

 

 

 

April 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Session- 

4:45 pm 

2 

Mission- 

10 

 

3 

Sit N Sip- 9 

Choir- 7:00 

4 

TOPS- 9:30 

5 

 

6 

7  

Adult SS- 

8:45 

Worship 

9:45. 

8 

 

 
Committee on 

Ministry Mtg 

9 

NSA- 

3:45 

Liberty 

Park 

Neigh 

Mtg. 6:30 

10 

 

 

Choir – 

7:00 

11 

 

TOPS- 9:30 

12 

 

 

13NEIA 

Food 

Bank 

EASTER 

AND 

GIFT 

BASKET 

SALE 9-3 

14 Kids SS 

Adult SS- 

8:45 

Worship 

9:45 

15 

Mission 

Investment 

Mtg 
. 

16 

Deacons- 

10:30 

NSA- 

3:45 

 

17 

Prime 

Timers- 

noon 

 

Choir 6:00 

18 

TOPS- 9:30 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Worship & 

Communion-  

6 PM 

19 Good Fri 

Procession- 

11:30  
(Zion Luth.) 
Worship- noon  
(First UMC) 

20 Holy 
Saturday 

21 

Sunrise 

Service 6:20 

am Riverloop 

Amphitheater 

Easter 

Worship 

9:45 

22 23 

NSA- 

3:45 

24 

 

 

Choir- 7:00 

25 

 

TOPS- 9:30 

26 27 

28 Kids SS 

Adult SS- 

8:45 

Worship 

9:45 

 

29 30 

 

NSA- 

3:45 

31 

 

 

Choir- 7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

No Strings Attached Concerts:  

• Friday, May 24 at 6:00 PM at Unity                             

• Tuesday, May 28 at 4:00 PM at Kittrell (Gym) 

 

 


